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News, it seems, occasion
ally travelssiowly in the Can
adian Football League. 

Attheleague'srecenteva!u
aUon camp in Toronto, Brit 
isb ColumbIa general man
ager Wally Buono, merely the 
CFL's career leader in wins 
by a head coach, approached 
Darren Gill wondering when 
Gill's client, Dwight Ander
son, was going to be released 
by the Alouettes. 

The answer: Not DOW or 
anytimesool1. 

As Montreal general man
ager Jim Popp told Dlontre
algazette.com in mid-Febru
ary, the team's conh'oversial 
defenSive back will be re
tUrning when training camp 
begins in early June. 

AI head coach Marc Trest
man, who was believed to 
have butted heads with An
derson last season. has had a 
selies of talks with the player 
this winter 

There was never uny doubt 
of Trestman's belief in An· 
derson's athleuc skills as the 
team attempts to rebound 
from a disappointing 10·8 
record, combined with an 
East Division semlfinallos 
at home to Hamilton in over
time. Instead, like with any 
player, Trestman wants the 
combustible Anderson to act, 
perhaps, 111 a more rational 
manner ne>..iseason, 

"Some of the things he 
did were re ourceful and he 
wasn't totallYOllt of the box," 
Tre tman said on Monday. "1 
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Alouettes defenSive-back Dwight Anderson is staying with 
the dub, but will be expected to be on his best behaviour, 

don't think D.A, has much to 
change. He wasn't a dish'ac
non to any major degree," 

The AI signed Anderson 
from Calgary on the opening 
day of free agency in Febru
ary 2011. Itwas beheved at the 
tIme Montreal had procured 
the pnzed gem that was aVail
able. 

But And .rson, a CFL all
stnr in 2010 when he inter
cepted five passes. two of 
which were returned for 
touchdowns, displayed a pen· 
chant for taking unnece sary 
penaltie -a 'ure way of en
tering Trestman's doghouse. 
Anderson also was penalized 
by lhe league fOl' poking Sas
katchewan receiver Weston 
Dressler in the eye, which he 
claImed 'as acciden ial. 

Later m the season, Ander
son was accused of pittingat 
SpectatOl • at Hamilton's Ivor 
Wynne Stadium, although 
the CFL quickly dropped Its 
investigation of the all ged 

incident, evidence lacking. 
Anderson's season ended 

after only 10 game'. Suffering 
a torn quad muscle, l1e was 
placed on the nine-game in
jured 1ist. The Gazette subse
quently reported theJ'e had 
been an off-field dIsagree
ment between Trestman and 
ilie player. OlymPIC Stadium 
security having been calleu 
to escort the player out of the 
facility. 

But that now all seems to be 
a histOrical footnote 

"I'm not s\U'prised at all to 
berf'>tw'rllng, " Anderson said 
from his wintm home in St. 
LoUis. 

"For sure we've spoken, 
mostly for our lines of cum
ffimucatlOl1, Btrt I'm going to 
b thesame player I've always 
b en. But (Trestman) wants 
me to be more of a leadel' and 
made it clear there are ex
pectations, 

"We spoke about last sea
son, but it wasn't just me. He 

o colour within lines 

has these talks with every 
player. We had ome good 
conversations. I'm always go
ing to be D.A. He just wants it 
to be between the lines. to 

Had Anderson not bee 
injured, none of this likely 
would have occurred. The 
Als' secondary was severely 
depleted through injlUies as 
the season WOl'e on; Ander
son's presence undoubtedly 
would have helped. But Au
derson grew frustrated with 
his injury and took those feel
ings au t on players during 
games. 

still, Anderson probably 
will be expected to be on his 
best behaviow- ne,,-1 season. 
He'l1 have litUe room f r er
ror. The addition of new 
defensive coordinator Jeff 
Reinebold, hunself a liberal 
thinker, should assist Ander
son, the two likely to have 
much in common. 

"This was all new to both 
of us. We were both teetering 
... coming to a new situation," 
Ander on said of his rela
tionship with Trestman. "But 
Itwas never a problem. There 
are expectations he's got for 
everybod;: 

"I can't change who I 
am. I'll still talk and still be 
there," Anderson added. 
"Whatever I do, it bas got to 
be between the lines. I'm cool 
about that." 

With Montreal, Anderson 
had one interception he reo 
turned 50 yards for a touch
down agamst the Tiger-Cats. 
He also had one quarterb k 
sack. He registel.'ed 40 tackles 
while knOCklllg down five 
passes. 
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