SPOTLIGHT STORY CFL player Brad Smith picked to be first star in Canadian version of TV series

Bachelor just ‘a simple guy’

JON DEKEL
POSTMEDIA NEWS
J"L TL 5AZ r;;;{_ 1
et rgéd“y to meet )}'Io"ur inaugural
Bachelor Canada bachelor: CFL
wide-receiver Brad Smith.

Citytv announced Tuesday that the
CFL player will star in the reality-TV
show, ending weeks of speculation.

“I'm extremely honoured to be chosen
as Canada's first bachelor,” Smith said
in a statement. “I take this experience
very seriously, and I truly believe in the
process. I can’t wait to meet all the won-
derful Canadian women who have put
their lives on hold to experience all of
this with me. Thope I can live up to their
expectations, as I know they'll absolute-
ly exceed mine.”

The 28-year-old is the son of former
CFL commissioner and current Can-
adian senator Larry Smith.

“All I can say is we're proud and very
supportive,” Larry Smith told The
Gazette Tuesday. “This is another ad-
venture. At this stage, with your kids
as adults, each child has a path and you
support them.

“I'm excited for him. It's about Brad,
notus.”

Brad Smith, a hockey-loving football
player, grew up in Hudson and graduat-
ed from Queen’s University before start-
ing a career as a wide receiver for sever-

al CFL teams, including the Edmonton
Eskimos, the Alouettes and the Toronto
Argonauts.

A free agent (in more ways than one),
Smith now lives in Toronto.

As for his ideal partner, Smith said
he’s attracted to independent, intelli-
gent wornen who are “just as confident
ina ponytail, sweatpants and sweatshirt
as they are all dressed up for a night out
on the town.”

“A sense of humour is a turn-on,” he
told Citytv. “Someone who is high-main-
tenance turns meoff!”

“Brad is the full package: a quintes-
sentially Canadian, down-to-earth
man,"” Claire Freeland, The Bachelor
Canada’s executive producer, said in a
statement.

“He is completely committed to this
experience and in it for the right rea-
sons. It's Canada’s turn to find love with
The Bachelor Canada, and we could not
have hoped for a more well-rounded and
genuine person to kick off the first sea-
son.”

With the long casting process com-
plete, production on the nine-episode
reality series is underway.

The Bachelor Canada will premiere
on Citytv this fall. Additional details, in-
cluding the identity of the host and the
25 bachelorettes, will be announced at a
later date.

Smith answered a few questions from
Citytv.

Question: What is the most romantic
date you've ever beenon?

Smith: “Romance is what you make
of it. I think that anything from dinner
and a movie to an extravagant night out
on the town can be romantic, as long as
you're with theright person.”

What's your secret skill/talent?

“1 am self-proclaimed awesome at
trivia and trivia game shows.”

How could a girl impress you on a first
date?

“Just by being herself — or taking me
toahockey game.”

What is your Zodiac sign?

“Libra.”

What's your favourite sport?

"Hockey"

Describe your ideal woman?

“Someone with a sense of humour,
drive, intelligence, beauty, a willingness
to go with the flow and who is athletic or
loves sports,”

What do you do to impress someone
on a first date?

“I try to break the ice and be as funny
as I can. I try to make if easy for her to
just be herself. 'm more impressed by
personality than something extrava-
gant. I'm a simple guy.”
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