CFL 2003 In Review
Eastern Division
Montreal Alouttes (13-5)
Love him or hate him, “The Don” seems to get results and the Als were clearly the class of the East in 03 and came within two rookie cornerbacks of winning back to back Grey Cups.   As is typical with a Don Matthews team, some veterans were shown the door.  In the off season, Montreal released Mike Pringle, supposedly in favor of bad boy Lawrence Phillips.  Matthews had more or less given the job to Phillips in 02 over Pringle who was / is the best running back in the league.  When Phillips got hurt, Pringle got the call, but he too was injured.  The release of Pringle, who was later picked up by Edmonton seemed to indicate that Montreal was going to go with Phillips as their feature back, especially when Montreal also lost Thomas Haskins to Edmonton as a free agent.  Then inexplicably, Montreal released Phillips for discipline reasons leaving without any of their star trio of backs.  You would think that would cause problems with no star running back in sight, but Montreal handed the job to Canadian Eric Lapointe who promptly got injured!  For the pass happy Als, that didn’t seem to matter as they used a variety of running backs during the season including Jay Grahem, Daniel Pugh and Deoncy Whitaker, the latter having the most success, before Lapointe returned to pick up a creditable 452 yards in 9 games.  Anthony Calvillo threw the ball 685 times for nearly 6000 yards, his favorite targets being slotbacks Jermaine Copeland (99 catches for 1757 yards) and Ben Cahoon (112 catches for 1561 yards).  Wowser.Add to that rookie Kwane Cavil (57 catches, 686 yards) and Pat Woodcock who returned from the NFL to play 6 games and catch 22 passes and you had a near unstoppable passing attack.  With one of the best offensive lines in the league in Chiu, Flory, Lambert, Oteke and Fort, this is a top notch offense.

In the end, though it was the defense that cost Montreal the Grey Cup, though ironically it is one of the toughest defenses in the league.  Montreal believes in blitzing and they will send one more player than the offense has blockers and that puts a lot of pressure on the QB.   The front four of Anwar Stewart, Robert Brown, Ed Phillion and Mark Megna put a lot of pressure on opposing QBs and they are backed up by a mobile linebacking corps of Tim Strickland, Kevin Johnson and converted DB Duane Buttler.  Montreal has all stars and former all stars in the secondary with Omar Evans and Wayne Shaw at the corners, Baron Miles and Reggie Durden at the halves and William Loftus at safety.  What went wrong?  Dissatisfied with the play of his corners, Matthews benched Evans and Shaw for the Grey Cup and Edmonton burned their rookie replacements, D. J. Johnson and Brandon Williams.  You have to wonder who would have won the big game in Regina if Matthews had started his veteran corners.  Oh well, maybe you can find out.

Toronto Argonauts (9-9)
When Dave Dickinson returned to the CFL, all-time CFL passing leader, Damon Allen was considered expendable by the Leos and ended up the starter in Toronto.  It was not a spectacular season for Allen, but it was a good season with a 59.3% completion rate and 3395 yards while rushing for another 507.  At times, Allen faltered and Marcus Brady got a chance to play and showed flashes though his stats are not great (32 of 88 passes completed for 36.3% and more interceptions, than TDs).  The other big story for the Argos was the return of all-star running back Michael Jenkins who had some injury problems, but still 814 yards.  Probably the best player offensively though was Tony Miles who hauled in 67 catches for 1005 yards.   In the main, however, 2003 for Toronto was marked by ownership problems and lack of money to bring in the players who were needed.  Lack of money led to the release of an all-star from 2002 in Jimmy Oliver and though he returned later in the season, he was missed.  Derrell Mitchell grabbed 64 passes, often injured Alfred Jackson was limited to 29, veteran slotback Mike Morreale caught 31 and promising newcomer Lal Knight caught 27.  The middle of the offensive line is a fairly solid group of Canadians in Chad Folk at Center, Sandy Annuzaiata and Jude St. John at Guard.  The jury is still out on the two American tackles John Feugill and Bernard Williams.

The defense on the whole is better than the Toronto offense.  The defensive line is led by Eric England who had 14 sacks from his tackle position.  Noah Cantor is the other tackle with Marvin Thomas and Wayne Weathers on the ends.  Not a big name group, but solid.    Danny O’Shea is the middle linebacker and he had a very good year with 4 sacks and 90 tackles though he got overlooked again as an all-star.  Michael Fletcher and Antonius Bonner are the outside linebackers, both converted defensive backs as is the trend in the last few years in the CFL.  The defensive backfield is the strong point of the Argo defense with three All-Canadian selections in Adrion Smith at CB, Clifford Ivory at DH and Orlando Steinauer at safety.  Veteran Raphaol Ball is the other corder and rookie Kenny Wheaton completes the backfield with another rookie Chuck Winters getting a fair amount of time as the sixth defensive back.

You can’t talk about the Argos of 03 without mentioning Bashir Levingston.  Levingston is one of the most dangerous kick return men in the league with three KO returns for TDs and two punt returns ran all the way back.  Levingston also sees action in the defensive backfield and at wide receiver (3 catches).  Noel Prefontaine handled all the kicking chores for Toronto in 03 with an excellent 46.8 yard punting average and hitting on 74% of his field goal attempts.

Ottawa Renegades (7-11)
The Renegades started the season with their first year starter Dan Crowley at QB, but when he failed to produce, the Renegades went with a trio of rookie QBs.  Kerry Joseph emerged in 03 as one of the best young QBs in the league, completing 56.6% of his passes for 3694 yards.  Josh Ranek emerged as the number one running back with 1122 yards rushing and 41 catches, displacing Darren Davis.  The receiving corps did not have anyone with a great season but Bendross caught 51, D.J. Flick caught 60, Denis Montana snagged 39 and Reggie Jones caught 24 in 6 games after returning to the club from the NFL.  Rookie Sherrod Gideon (34 catches in 12 games) was also promising.  The offensive line of Hudson, Abou-Meckrek, Val St. Germaine, Seth Dittman and Chris Burns is a veteran and solid unit.

Defensively, the Renegades did look more like an expansion club as they had a bit of a rotating door, especially in the defensive backfield.  The defensive line of Fred Perry and Keaton Cromartie at ends, Clinton Wayne and Jerome Haywood at tackle is decent, but could use some upgrading.  Middle linebacker, John Grace had a bit of an off year for him and that didn’t help.  Ottawa moved veteran defensive back Gerald Vaughn to one outside linebacker spot and used Canadian Kelly Wiltshire at the other.  The only regular in the backfield was safety Donovan Carter who played all 18 games.  Two veterans, Byron Capers and Vernon Mitchell were released early in the season and that opened the floodgates to a cast of thousands including Eric Lee, Messene Lousidor, George McCullough, Jonathon Ordway, Greg Bearman, Serge Sejour, Donald Ruiz, Tierre Sams, Herb Craft and David Mitchell.  Of these, Ordway and McCullough seemed like the best of the lot and the most likely with a long term future in Ottawa.  Maybe.

Kicking wise, the Renegades also dumped a veteran early in the season in punter Glen Harper.  Rookie Pat Fleming (41.8 yard average) took over his job and Lawrence Tynes was a rare american kicker to last the entire season as he hit on a very good 82% of his field goal attempts.  He was probably too good, because he headed off to the NFL when the season was over.

Hamilton Tigercats (1-17)
What can you say about a 1-17 team?  Maybe that they were lucky that Saskatchewan self destructed late in the game or they would have been 0-18?  Like Toronto, Hamilton had ownership and money problems which kept them from fielding a decent team though there were a few bright spots like Troy Davis who racked up 1206 yards rushing.  Offensively though, QB Danny McManus had a pretty horrible year, completing just 53.1% of his passes and throwing only 9 for touchdowns.  In fairness to McManus, he was injured at the start of the season and the Ticats tried Reggie Slack at QB when he became expendable after the Argos acquired Damon Allen from BC.  Pete Gonzalez also got a look at QB, but didn’t show a lot other than inexperience.  Other than slotback Archie Amerson with 75 catches, McManus didn’t have much to throw to.  They tried retread Tyree Davis (40 catches), brought in Ib Tounkkara after he was released by Calgary (26 catches in 9 games), Tony Atkins (30 catches), Chad Plummer over from Toronto (24 catches in 8 games) and a few others without much success.  A future possibility is Craig Yeast (9 catches) though he was mainly used for kick returns.  The offensive line is outside of the one tackle spot a veteran group with Carl Coulter at center, Mike Mihelic, and Ryan Donnelly at guard, Dave Hack and rookie import Chance Raynock at tackle.

Defensively, the Tigercats had Joe Montford back at defensive end after his one year exile in Toronto, but Montford did not look himself with only 6 sacks.  Tim Cheetwood at the other end spot, however was one of the brighter notes in a dismal season wracking up 10 sacks and claiming a spot on the Eastern all-star squad.  Hamilton added another TO castoff in Johnny Scott at one tackle spot and used mainly Canadian John McDonald (4 sacks, 23 tackles) at the other.  Middle linebacker was one of the weakest spots for Hamilton in 03.  They had tabbed Canadian Scott Coe to take over that spot, but he was injured and converted defensive back Marcus Spencer had the job for much of the year.  Spencer might make a decent outside linebacker, but he was too small to play the middle and teams ran over him.  Chris Shelling and Sean Woodson, both former all-stars played the outside spots.  The defensive backfield suffered a bad blow with the injury of safety Rob Hitchcock and they were forced to go with rookie Sandy Bevridge at this key spot..  Bevridge did his best, but it was impossible to replace an All Canadain like Hitchcock at a key spot.  The rest of the backfield included Brandon Hamilton and Dedrick Mathis at the corners, Troy Saunders and Stephen Fisher at the halves and was adequate.

Kicker Paul Osbaldiston had a rather dismal year, hitting only 55% of his attempts, but then he didn’t get that many chances (36 attempts) as the Hamilton offense didn’t do much for most of the season to get the ball in fieldgoal range.

Western Division

Edmonton Eskimos (13-5)

If it wasn’t for Anthony Cavillo of Montreal, Ricky Ray would have been the outstanding player in the CFL.  As a consolation prize, however, Ray did get a Grey Cup win over Calvillo and Montreal.  Ray completed an impressive 67.5% of his passes for 4640 yards.  For a running game, Edmonton had a big hole to fill as John Avery who had an outstanding 02 before wentsouth to the NFL to try his luck.  Edmonton also released Ronald Williams, the former star running back in Hamilton who they had picked up as insurance for Avery.  Then in training camp, they released their starting fullback from 02, Wendell Davis, as they wanted to go with a non-import at that position.  For replacements, Edmonton signed up the Montreal backfield duo of Mike Pringle and Thomas Haskins.  Haskins, however, was forced to retire for health reasons.  Pringle bounced back from injures and rejection in Montreal in 02 to run for 1376 yards and catch 46 passes.  The fullback spot was an initial problem with the loss of Davis.  Veteran Shawn Daniels was signed and then released.  Rookie Canadian Kojo Aidoo seemed tapped for the job, but he was never really given a chance and was released part way through the year.  Edmonton settled on veteran import Troy Mills who they picked up from Winnipeg.  The stats for Mills were not greate, with 151 yards rushing and 21 catches, but Mills did the job blocking for Pringle and settled down the backfield.  Despite the loss of Chris Brazzel to BC, the Esks still had one of the best group of receivers in the league, led by Terry Vaughn (106 catches 1558 yards), Ed Hervey (72 catches, 1022 yards) and Jason Tucker (41 catches, 744 yards), many of the spectacular variety.  Almost lost in this high profile trio were steady jobs by Canadians Rick Walters (37 catches) and Scott Robinson (21 receptions).  The offensive line as you might expect on a Grey Cup champion team with a good running game was a veteran lot with Tim Prinsen at center being the youngest member.  Edmonton added Kevin Lefsrud from Montreal for one guard spotand Dan Comminsky from Saskatchewan the year before at the other guard spot, Bruce Beaton is one of the best there is at tackle and veteran Chris Morris completed the line at the other tackle spot.  Edmonton could still call on long time starter Leo Groenwegen to spell the starters.

On the defensive line, star end Elfrid Payton was injured in the second game of the season and never returned.  That might have hurt some teams, but it just game rookie Dorian Boose (7 sacks, 44 tackles) a chance to play regularly.  Second year player, Rahim Abduallah (8 sacks) made for a great pair of bookends on the line with Steve Charboneau and Albert Reese in the middle.
Kevin Kinney was added to the line (8 sacks) after his release by Toronto and along with Randy Chevrier gave the Esks goood depth along the line.   At linebacker, the shocker was the release of all-star Terry Ray, mainly to make room for Boose on the roster and that had a lot of fans unhappy as the team of Signor Mobley and Terry Ray was one of the best, if not the best, 1-2 punch at the outside linebacker spot.  A lot of fans were unhappy over the release of Ray, but when you win a Grey Cup, things like that are quickly forgotten.  In the end, rookie Robert Grant stepped in and did a credible job with 4 sacks and 38 tackles.  A.J. Gass was the middle linebacker, but he missed time due to injuries (11 games) and was replaced by Kevin Powell (5 sacks, 35 tackles in 9 games).  Edmonton opted for a rare 5 americans in the defensive backfield as Quincey Coleman was moved to safety, Malcolm Frank and Darren Crutchfield played corner while veteran Shannon Garrett and Donny Brady (6 interceptions) played halfback.

Sean Fleming handled all the kicking for the Esks with an 82% success rate on field goals and a 41.7 yard average punting.

BC Lions (11-7)
Dave Dickenson returned to the CFL and had a big impact on the league.  Dickenson’s signing with BC made all time league passing leader Damon Allen expendable and he was dumped, er dealt to Toronto.  Dickenson made the move look good tough with a 67.3% completion rate and 5496 yards passing.  The one big problem BC has in 03 was beating Saskatchewan.  The Lions lost all three games to the green Riders so when there was a three way tie for second with Saskatchewan and Winnipeg, all at 11-7, BC found t themselves on the short end of the stick and finished fourth.  with a better record than third place Ottawa, BC had to travel east to Toronto for a playoff game and went down to defeat largely because of an injury to Dickenson.

03 was also the start of the Wally Buona era in BC after the long time Calgary coach bolted the deteriorating situation in Calgary.  When BC needed a running back, Buona called on Kelvin Anderson who had become expendable after they picked up the troubled Lawrence Phillips.  Anderson has never had a year under 1000 yards and he picked up 1048 for the Lions to give them a running game to go with the lethal passing game.  Injuries at the start of the year to Chris Brazzel and Jason Claremeont gave rookie Frank Cutolo a chance to stick around and he snagged 64 passes and becoming a major threat to return kicks.  The return of their injured receivers gave BC a quintet of excellent receivers.  The best is probably Geroy Simon who emerged with a 94 catches and 1687 yards from the shadow of Milt Stegall to become the premiere deep threat in the CFL. Jason Claremont (41 catches in 14 games), is a huge target at slotback who is hard to bring down, Chris Brazzell (68 catches and 1111 yards) is a deep threat and Canadian Ryan Thelwell (59 catches in 15 games) was often the go to guy for the offense.  Where BC does need to improve is on the offensive line.  The talent might be there, but there has been too much instability due to injuries.  Youngster Angus Reid was thrown in as the starting center when Jamie Taras retired, and another youngster Kelly Bates was a starter at guard.  They should get better with experience.  For the most part, BC went with an all Canadian offensive line as Dan Payne, Ben Fairbrother and Cory Mantyka rounded out the line.  Tim Bakker, another Canadian was picked up from Edmonton to backup the line and veteran Steve Hardin missed much of the year with injuries.

The biggest lost for BC in the off season was all-star linebacker Brendon Ayanbadejo, but Ron Ockiney did a capable job of replacing him.  The defense seemed to come together with the signing of Ray Jacobs (10 sacks) as a free agent which gave them two strong ends with Herman Smith at the other end.  Noah Cantor was lost to Toronto at tackle, but Cameron Legault stepped up (4 sacks, 30 tackles) as a more than capable replacement and Tyrone Williams filled the other tackle spot.  Okiney was joined in the linebacking corps by Carl Kidd and Baron Simpson, both former all-stars and who could easily have been all-stars in 03 except for the very strong crop in the west.  Injuries forced the Lions to use a plethora of defensive backs in 03 though the regulars were Eric Carter and Shaddrick Criss at corner, Tony Walker and Bo Lewis at half and Mark Washington over from Montreal at safety.

BC released kicker Matt Kellett early in the season and replaced him with American Curtis Head. Head had a good year kicking field goals with a 77% success rate, but his punting (38.9 average) left a lot to be desired.

Winnipeg Blue Bombers (11-7)
Many experts had picked Winnipeg as the best team in 01 and 02 and yet somehow the Bombers failed to come through.  The theme in Winnipeg was one of “unfinished business”, but after 03, the business was still unfinished.  You could trace the demise of the Blue and Gold in 03 to dumb comments made by kicker Troy Westwood just before the western semi-final with Saskatchewan.  Westwood referred to the Rider fans as a bunch of “inbred banjo players” and that fired up both the Riders and their fans as running back Kenton Keith destroyed the Bombers in the semi-final to eliminate Winnipeg.

You can’t put all the blame on Westwood and his mouth, however, as the Bombers had some other problems in 03.  Khari Jones had only an average year, completing 54.5% of his passes for 4018 yards, significantly behind the likes of Cavillo, Ray and Dickenson.  A second source of problems for the Bombers was their offensive line which never got settled due to injuries that kept players like star Dave Mudge out of the line-up and forced the conversion of Eric Wilson from defensive tackle  to offensive guard.  Moe Elewonibi was moved to center, and while he did a decent job, he never looked at home there compared to his outstanding play at guard or tackle, especially on long snaps when the Bombers used a shotgun formation.  The plus side was the running game.  Charles Roberts took over as the tail back after splitting time with two others in 02 and wracked up 1564 and added 51 catches.  Mike Sellers added 427 yards from what is normally a blocking position at full back and caught 48 passes to give Winnipeg a top notch 1-2 punch from the backfield.  The only downside of Robert’s success at running back might have been that he was more tired and not as effective at the kick return game.  The receiving corps in Winnipeg is due for an overhaul as players aged and otherwise did not perform as well as expected.  When you look at the numbers, the two running backs, were number 2 and 3 in receptions so you know something is not right.  Milt Stegall had a fairly low (for him) 68 catches for 1144 yards and there was even talk of trading the outstanding slotback.  Robert (Bobby) Gorden caught 47, Markus Howell caught 20 and Jamie Stoddar snagged 27.  Rookie import Ladaris Vann caught 21 before being released.  If it can stay healthy, the offensive line of Elewonibi, Wilson, Matthew Sherridan, Dave Mudge and Dan Gyetvai is adequate.

On defense, the Bombers have a strong line and linebacking corps, with a somewhat suspect defensive backfield.  The line of Benefield and Brekterfield at the ends and Doug Brown and Danny Fortney at tackle is about as good as you can get.  The linebackers are outstanding, though they somehow keep getting overlooked for all-star spots.  In 01, the Bombers lost out  to a sweep by Hamilton when they were still in the East, then in 02, it was a sweep by the Lions when Winnipeg returned to he west.  In 03, it was outstanding seasons by Hunt and Mitchell in Saskatchewan than denied all-star spots to the Bomber linebackers.  Winnipeg started training camp with four excellent linebackers in Brian Clark, Ryland Wickman, Lemarr McGriggs and Maurice Kelly.  When Terry Ray was released by Edmonton, the Bombers could not resist picking him up and suddenly they had 5 good linebackers and only 4 spots.  Maurice Kelly was moved to safety and Ray settled in as the fourth linebacker, spelling the other three.  In the backfield, Winnipeg had Ricky Bell at one corner and veteran Marvin Coleman at the other, but Coleman seemed to have lost a step in 03 and was not as effective as his all-star greatness of the past.  Harold Nash was still effective in one halfback spot, but Winnipeg tried several players at the other half, including Milo Lewis and Tim Carter.  With the retirement of long time punter, Bob Cameron, Westwood took over all the kicking duties for Winnipeg.  Other than running off at the mouth too much, Westwood has a decent 03, completing 77% of his field goal attempts and punting for a 41.7 yard average.

Saskatchewan Roughriders (11-7)
The Riders made the playoffs for the first time in several years and upset the Bombers in the western semi-final before their world crashed down on them in Edmonton in the western final.  The Riders have one of the best defenses in the league and a strong offensive line.  The question marks for the Riders are at QB and the skill positions.

Nealon Greene is / was Danny Barrett’s choice as the number one QB and Greene had a good season.  The Riders, more than any other team relied on the run in 03 as shown by Greene’s stats of 61.0% completed but only 3398 yards passing.  Greene is a very athletic QB, but does not throw deep that well and has had problems reading the defense.  Too often Greene takes off with the ball instead of standing in to pass and that shows up in 723 yards rushing from the QB.  Kevin Glenn got a few chances to play when Greene was injured and looked good.  Henry Burris returned from the NFL halfway through the season, but looked rusty in the little action he saw.  Rocky Butler was bumped out of the line-up with the return of Burris and he didn’t see any action.  The bottom line is that Greene when healthy and able to run with the ball can be effective and good enough to get the Riders into the playoffs, but it is questionable if he can get them to the next level.  Greene did not have a good game against Winnipeg in the semi-final and only an excellent running game got them through.  In the western final, Greene was totally ineffective and was finally replaced by Kevin Glenn who almost brought the Riders back to a miracle upset with a late game explosion of points.

Kenton Keith may be the answer to the Riders running game.  After dealing away 1000 yard man Darren Davis to get Nealon Greene, the Riders used a combination of Sedrick Shaw and Corey Holmes in 02.  Shaw showed promise but falter in in 03, picking up 399 yards in 6 games.  When Shaw got injured, Keith got his chance and Shaw never got back tinto the line-up as Keith picked up 709 yards in 10 games.  Holmes saw limited action at running back as the carried the ball only 29 times for 194 yards and had 21 receptions.  The plan initially had been to use Holmes at slotback more than running back in 03, but Holmes only played 10 games due to injuries.  Chris Szark provides the blocking for whoever is the tailback and added 324 yards from the fullback spot in 03, mainly being used in second and short situations or down near the goal line as he picked up 11 touchdowns rushing in 03.  The Riders lost their top receiver of 02 in Derrick Armstrong to the NFL, but ended up finding a more than capable replacement in Matt Dominguez who caught 75 passes for 1071 yards.  Ironically, Dominguez left for the NFL after 03.  Travis Moore had a bit of an off season for him with 70 receptions and 972 yards, but it is hard to say if that is because Moore has lost a step or if is because of the QB problem, but he is still a dangerous weapon.  The Riders are also quite excited about Jamil Richardson who caught 22 passes in 6 games and he is slated to replace Dominguez as the number one threat among the receivers.  Canadians Jason French and Corey Grant caught 37 and 39 passes respectively and give the Riders good depth.  The offensive line is anchored by Andrew Greene who returned after an injury plagued year of 02 to perhaps the best offensive lineman in the CFL.  Also having a strong year after injury problems in 02 was center Jeremy O’Day who solidified the o-line.  Gene Makowski is a solid force beside Greene and surprisingly the Riders had two import rookies on the other side in Charles Thomas and Tango McCauley who both performed well.

One of the big losses for the Riders in 03 was Ray Jacobs who ended up as an all-star in BC.  Shonte Peoples remained at the other end spot and Scott Shultz and Nate Davis made a strong center of the line.  Markus Adams and Andre Brown split the time in Jacob’s departed end position.  At linebacker, it is a bit of a mixed message.  The two outside linebackers, Reggie Hunt and Jackie Mitchell were outstanding in 03 and earned All Canadian honours.  To give you an idea of how good Reggie Hunt was, he took over from All Canadian George White when White went down to the CFL.  When White returned, he couldn’t bump Hunt from the line-up in 02 and the Riders let White go to Calgary in 03.  The downside is at middle linebacker where Trevis Smith started the year and then gave way to Terrence Melton, but neither was much more than adequate.   The defensive backfield had 4 regulars back with Omar Morgan and Ladouphos McCalla at the corners, Eddie Davis at half and Jason Mallett at safety.  The one newcomer was Davin Bush at halfback to replace Omar Evans who signed as a free agent with Montreal.  Actually Bush was not new, having been the extra DB on the team in 02, but this was his first chance to start in 03.  Bush at times looked like a rookie, but overall the defensive backfield was strong.  Darnell Edwards came on and by the end of the year had replaced Mallett at the starting safety spot.  Paul McCallum handled all the kicking duties.  His punting is not the best at 41.2 yards per kick, but he did hit 85% of his fieldgoals and might be the best fieldgoal kicker in the CFL.

Calgary Stampeders (5-13)
Controversy at the owner and management level seemed to swirl around the Stamps in the last couple of years.  Wally Buono had enough and headed west to BC, leaving Calgary to rebuild. The Stamps recruited heavily in the free agent market in the off season, picking up defensive tackle Joe Fleming, cornerback Davis Sanchez, defensive tackle Demetrous Maxie, linebacker George White, defensive tackle Sheldon Nepastiuk and running back Lawrence Phillips after his release from Montreal.  All of these players are either solid veterans if not former all-stars, but things never gelled for Calgary in 03.  In their opening game, they could have kicked a field goal to tie the game, but went for the TD and lost it.  That seemed to set the tone for the rest of the season and Calgary finished out of the playoffs.

A good part of the problem was at QB.  Marcus Crandell after taking the Stamps to the Grey Cup in 01 did not look very good in 02 and was worse in 03, partly due to injuries.  Crandell ended up completing only 50.5% of the 291 passes he threw in 12 games.  When Crandell went down, they tried Kevin Feteruk who had some success and better stats (63.9% in 186 attempts), but then he got injured.  Calgary then threw Scott Milanovich into the frey without much time to prepare.  Milanovich had NFL experience, but tossed up 7 interceptions in three games.  This somehow qualified Milanovich as a QB coach for the rest of the year.  Running back was another problem area.  Seemingly eager to cut ties with the Buono era, Calgary dumped Kelvin Anderson who had picked up over 1000 yards in every season in Calgary.  Replacing the reliable Anderson was bad boy Lawrence Phillips from Montreal.  Phillips only played 8 games and had 496 yards rushing before being injured.  Saladim McCullough took over and picked up 724 yards in 12 games to displace Phillips as the number one runner.  Scott Regimald is the fullback when Calgary is not using 5 receivers.  Not a rushing threat with 9 yards on only 6 carries, Regimbald did catch 20 passes in somewhat limited playing time.  Backing up the running backs is Canadian Scott Deibert who did a creditable job (34 carries, 173 yards) when injuries struck.  A bright spot for Calgary in 03 was the recruiting of three excellent receivers in Albert Connell, Darnell McDonald and Wane McGarrity.  Connell has a bit of a bad boy rep of his own and with NFL experience was considered the best of the three.  Connel caught just 10 passes in four games before an injury forced him out for the season.  The injury to Connell opened the way for McGarity who initially made his mark on kick returns, but also became a top notch receiver with 55 catches in 13 games.  McDonal led the team with 67 catches and 1002 yards.  Kamai Peterson returned from a tryout with the NFL and looked very good in 7 games as he hauled in 28 passes.

The offensive line has some upsides and some downsides.  Jamie Crysdale is a solid veteran, day in and day out at center.  Likewise, you can count on Jay McNeil at one guard spot.  Beyond that.  Fred Childress might be losing a step at one tackle spot, but even so he is still a good offensive lineman.  Injuries forced Jeff Pilon into the other tackle spot and the jury is out there as with David Heasman at guard.  Rookie Stephen Morely, a first round draft pick, was pressed into service due to injuries and showed enough promise to get a tryout in the NFL for 04.

Defensively, the Stampeders added four former all-stars in Davis Sanchez, Joe Fleming, Demetrious Maxie and George White, but the defense never really got it together.  Maxie, and Fleming teamed up on the defensive line with Antoine Young and Aries Munroe at the ends.  White played linebacker along with Otis Floyd and veteran Alondra Johnson in the middle.  A perennial all-star himself, Johnson only played 7 games in 03 due to injuries and was not invited back by Calgary for 04.  Davis Sanchez was widely cricized as not having lived up to his billing and he was shuffled off to Montreal where he had started his career after the season ended.  Other than Sanchez, the only other fixutre in the defensive backfield was halfback Kelly Malveaux as several players were tried at the remaining spots.  Anthony Prior started the year at the other corner, but was rleased as was halfback Jason Bray.  William Fields took over as the starting corner when Prior was released, and others tried in the backfield included Sam Young, Anthony Marlborough and Danny Derricott.  The find of the year might have been Joey Bosese and not any of the big name signings.  Initially Calgary lookd to one of a trio of Canadians to fill the safety spot (Lawrence Deck, Wes Lysak or Hassan Probhers), but injuries and / or poor play left the door open for Boese who finished the season, playing the last 11 games at safety.

Kicking was yet another problem spot for Calgary.  Mark McLoughlin started the season as the place kicker, then retired to become team president and then returned to be the kicker as Duncan O’Mahoney did not get the job done.  O’Mahoney proved to be a good punter but hit on only 2 of 9 field goal attempts, prompting the return of McLoughlin (28 of 36 for 77%), but having the team president in the dressing room did not help the mood.

