1995 CFL Review

1995 was the third and last year of the great American expansion effort, otherwise known as Larry Smith’s folly.  In general, most Americans never really understood the Canadian game with its strange rules and the poor attendance reflected this.  Why are they punting on third down?  Shouldn’t there be a too many men on the field penalty for having 12 guys out there?  Why is there an extra 10 yards?  I suppose if anything good came of the experiment, it was that the Baltimore Stallions, relocated to Montreal at the end of 95 and revived the grand old Montreal Alouette name.  Also a lot of the players recruited by the other American franchises ended up staying in the CFL after the dispersal draft.

On the field in 95, Baltimore became the first and probably only American team ever in CFL history, past, present and future to win the Grey Cup.  If course the American teams were allowed to dress 37 imports compared to only 17 for the Canadian based teams, so some might argue that the win was a bit on the tainted side.  Still, Baltimore did have a very good team and defeated a very good Stampeder team in the first ever Grey Cup played in Saskatchewan.

Northern Division

Calgary Stampeders:  First. 15 – 3

The Stamps are led by Doug Flutie at his very best (67.2 completion percent), but Calgary came up short against Baltimore in the Grey Cup in Regina.  Flutie was hobbled by injuries and only played 12 games, but the Stampeders hardly missed a beat with Jeff Garcia (270 completions in 364 attempts for 3358 yards and 63.2% completion rate).  Calgary did not have much of a running game as Tony Stewart led the team with 735 yards, not far ahead of the combined Garcia and Flutie total of 684 yards.  Shawn Daniels added 251 yards as mainly a blocking back.  The receiver corps is excellent with two 100+ receivers at slotback, Allan Pitts at 100 and Dave  “the sponge” Supunjis at 111.  Rookie Terry Vaughn snared 72 and veteran Pee Wee Smith caught 57.  The guys off the bench don’t get to play very much with receivers like those.  It is a solid offensive line led by All Canadian Rocco Romano at tackle and up and comer Bruce Beaton at one guard spot.  The rest of the line was Jamie Crysdale at center, Bobby Pandeldis at guard and Jay McNeil at right tackle.

The defense is led by the Johnsons, Wil at Defensive End and Alondra at Middle Linebacker.  Both were All Canadians.  Alondra leads a very strong linebacking corps that includes Marvin Pope, rookie Anthony McClannahan and veteran Canadian Matt Finlay.  Marvin Coleman headlines the secondary with an All Canadian berth at cornerback.  The other corner is Kenton Leonard, with Gerald Vaughn and Alfred Jordan at the halfback spots.  The safety is Greg Knox (5 interceptions).  Tony Martino does the punting and Mark McLoughlin does the placekcicking.  Martino’s 42.0 yard punting average is only so so, but McLouglin hit on 83% of his fieldgoals.

Edmonton Eskimos:  Second.  13-5

Kerwin Bell is not the typical CFL QB as he lacks the mobility most often associated with the very best QBs like Doug Flutie, but he had a great season in 95, completing 246 of 396 attempts for 62.1% and 3064 yards.  Bell threw only 13 interceptions while tossing 21 touchdowns.  A midseason injury to running back Eric Blount (677 yards in 9 games0 pretty much finished the running game for Edmonton.  The Esks picked up Lucius Floyd from Memphis, but Floyd was more of a receiving threat with 54 catches ofr 623 yards while only picking up 365 yards rushing, barely more than Michael Soles who had 352 yards from the fullback spot.  In fact Soles was no slouch in the receiving area as he caught 48 passes.  The receivers spread the wealth around fairly well as Shalon Baker had 79 catches, Nick Mazolli had 67, Jim Sandusky in his last season, grabbed 58 and Charles Davis had 28 in 12 games.  The o-line is solid with veteran Rod Conop at center, Leo Groenwegen and Chris Green at guard, Chris Morris and Craig Hendricks at tackle.

The defensive line of Edmonton applies lots of pressure as Bennie Goods had 14 sacks, Melvin Hunter had 9 and Leroy Blugh had 10.  Willie Pless is the anchor on the defense at middle linebacker has he added 4 more sacks and an even 100 tackles.  Pless is flanked by veteran Canadian Larry Wruck who had 5 sacks and solid rookie Signor Mobley.  The most notable of the defensive backs is probably Glenn Rogers Jr. who had four interceptions and was an All Canadian selection.  Darian Hagen and John Holland are the corners, Kavis Reed (5 interceptions) joins Rogers at defensive half and Trent Brown is steady in the safety spot with an overlooked career high 5 interceptions.  Kicking is not a Edmonton strongpoint,  as Glen Harper (41.4) is only an adequate punter while Sean Fleming hit on only 69.8% of his fieldgoal attempts.

BC Lions:  Third.  10-8

Of the playoff teams from the North, BC had by far the best running game as Cory Philipot picked up 1308 yards in only 15 games.  The Lions problem was that their passing game fell far short of the Stamps and the Esks as Danny McManus only completed 50.8% of his passes.  McManus did throw the ball an awful lot though (581 attempts) so he did pile up 4655 yards.  Forget the backups.  Canadian Guillio Carvatta only threw 49 passes and Kethen McCant only had 15 attempts.  It is a solid receiving corps led by the other Flutie, Darren, with 59 catches.  Mike Trevathan had 56, Matt Clark had 51 and Robert Gordon had 48.  A healthy Sean Millington might have helped the Lions as the Canadian fullback only played in 7 games while picking up 318 yards.  Paul Blackwood is a decent blocker but 67 yards and a 2.8 yard per carry average means that the defense pretty much knew it would be Philipot running the ball.  The offensive line boasts two All Stars, Jamie Taras was All Canadian at Guard and Vic Stevenson was a northern all star at tackle.  Veteran center Ian Sinclair, Cory Mantyky and Todd Furdyk round out the o-line.

The Lions manly went with a 3-4 defense in 95.  Andrew Stewart and Daved Benefield were the ends with Benefield picking up 12 sacks and Stewart being named to the Northern All Star team.  Dave Chaytors played between them at nose tackle.  The linebacking corps of Virgil Robetson, Tyrone Chatman, Henry Newby and Shelton Quarles were steady though none of them are likely to end up in the CFL hall of fame.  Tom Europe at safety was the only other Lion besides Stewart to win all star recognition as he was named to the Northern team.  Speedsters Charles Gordon and Eddie Thoimas manned the corners with Kelly Simms and Robert Davis at defensive half.  Pasaglia did all the kicking except kickoff which wre handled by Caravatta as Lui seems to be losing leg strength.  Pasaglia’s punting average of 38.6 was pitiful and the Leos need to find a new punter.  On fieldgoals, Pasaglia clicked on a average 72.6% but he is no longer a threat on the long ones.

Hamilton Tiger-Cats:  Fourth.  8-10

Hamilton was another team that pretty much lacked a running game.  Kalin Hall led the team in rushing with only 581 yards in 15 games while Derek McAdooo had 218 yards in 8 games.  That left Hamilton to live and die by the pass.  Anothony Calvillo and Steve Taylor split the time at QB, but with only fair results.  Calvillo completed a mediocre 54.8% of his passes and threw more interceptions (21) than touchdowns (19).  Taylor’s percentage was a bit higher at 57.0% with 12 interceptions and 13 touchdown passes.  The brightest spot on the offence had to be Earl Winfield who snagged 92 passes for 1496 yards.  Larry Thompson at the other wide out spot grabbed 76 passes and 1195 yards.  The slots were Lee Knight who had 43 receptions, Manny Hazzard with 43 and Frank Marof with 34.  Knight is listed in the books as a fullback, but he carried the ball only once in 18 games and served almost exclusively as a receiver in 95.  The offensive line is decent but aging with Dale Sanderson at Center, Doug Davies over from the Stamps at one guard spot, Blain Schmidt at the other guard and Dave Richardson at tackle.  Only Val St. Germaine at the remaining tackle spot is not showing signs of getting long in the tooth.

The defensive line for Hamilton was a bit unsettled.  Jesse Small (17 games, 11 sacks) was set at one end spot and most often you had Canadians Michael Campbell (16 games, 32 tackles, 2 sacks) and Mike Philibrick (17 games, 28 tackles, 2 sacks) in there as well though Campbell saw time at both end and tackle spots.   When Campbell was playing tackle, Hamilton tried a couple of Americans at end as Marcus Cotton played 6 games with 9 tackles and 3 sacks, and Samuel Hairston played 4 games with 9 tackles and 3 sacks.  The tackle games not played by Campbell and Philibrick went to import Keith Embray (9 games, 24 tackles and 3 sacks).  The linebacking saw similar juggling as one spot was split by Americans Shawn Smith (9 games, 38 tackles) and Tim Brown (9 games 32 tackles).  Hassan Bailey (17 games, 78 tackles) was solid at the other outside linebacker spot while Canandian Kevin O’Shea played in the middle, but O’Shea missed 6 games due to injuries.   In the secondary, the Tabbies have Eric Carter, an All Canadian with 10 picks at one corner and Derek Grier at the other.  The halfbacks are Gary Lewis (6 interceptions) and Don Robinson.  Speedster Sam Rogers provided backup and handled most of the punt and kickoff returns for Hamilton in 95.  The safety is an up and coming Canadian rookie in Rob Hitchcock.  At the start of the season, the Tiger-Cats tried to spit the kicking between Hank Ilesic and Paul Osbaldiston but Ilesic was showing his age with only a 39.8 yard punting average, so Osbaldiston took over all the kicking duties.  Ozzy significantly bettered the punting with a 44.4 yard average, but his 63.3% fieldgoal completion percentage is rather anemic.

Winnipeg Blue Bombers:  Fifth.  7-11.

It is hard to find too many positive about the Bombers as they went through a ton of players in 95 trying to find some keepers.  Reggie Slack came the Winnipeg from Birmingham and was adequate at best, completing only 53.0% of his 334 attempts.  Besides Slack, the Bombers tried Kevin McDougal (65 attempts), Terry Dean (30 attempts), Steve Pelleur (17 attempts), and Shawn Moore (150 attempts) at the pivot spot with no more luck.  The story was much the same at running back.  Blaise Bryant was average with 654 yards in 14 games but had only a 4.2 yard average.  Canadian Chris Johnstone (31 carries for 146 yards) was the fullback.  The receivers were somewhat better as veterans slots Gerald Wilcox (69 catches in 15 games) and Gerald Alphin (41 catches in 13 game) were ok.  A midseason find was Milt Stegall who caught 25 passes in the 6 games he played.  The wideouts were numerous and not that great.  Tim Daniel had 30 catches in 10 games, Jamie Holland had 16 receptions in 9 games, Shannon Baker had 19 catches in 5 games and Fred Ward had 17 catches in 5 games.  Not bad statistically in catches per game, but the constant change did not help the Bombers.  The offensive line is an aging one with Dave Vankoughnett at Center and old timers Chris Walby and Miles Gorell at the tackle spots.  Youngsters Jim Smyrl and Brett MacNeil were the guards.

The Bomber defense was the second worst in the league, giving up 653 points.  Only Ottawa was worse.  The Bombers mainly went with a 3-4 alignment.  Veteran Stan Mikawos was the nose tackle, flanked by Kelly Rush and Leonard Johnson among others.  The linebacking is pretty decent with Greg Clark and K.D. Williamsin the middle and Paul Randolph and Del Lyles on the outside.  The top defensive back was probably rookie Juran Bolden who had 6 interceptions in only 9 games.  Besides Bolden at halfback, the rest of the backfield consisted of Darius Watson and the other half, Ken Burress and Shannon Garrett at the corners and Canadian Darryl Sampson at safety.  Bob Cameron (42.6 average) did the punting and Troy Westwood handled the kickoffs and placekickng, the latter with an average 73.5 completion percentage.

Saskatchewan Roughriders:  Sixth.  6-12

Tom Burgess was once asked why he seemed to move around so much in the CFL and is said to have replied that most teams seemed to think they could always find “someone better than Burgess.”  In 1995, that someone in Saskatchewan was Warren Jones who was the number one QB ahead of Burgess.  Jones had a decent season, completing 58.6% of his 432 passes and threw more touchdowns (13) than interceptions.  Burgess was a rather anemic 50.7% on his 268 attempts.  The Riders were one of the few teams in the CFL not to dress a third QB on a regular basis as Heith Rylance only dressed for four games and never threw a pass.  The running game was in the hands of Winnipeg retread Robert Mimbs who had a good start picking up 444 yards in 6 games before being injured for the rest of the season.  Mimbs, while running the ball well did not fit in as well with the more pass orientated attack good teams were using in 95 as he had only 8 catches. After Mimbs went down, the Riders went mainly with two Canadian running backs.  Darren Joseph who was normally the blocking back stepped in to have a creditable 590 yards in 12 games though is 4.3 yard average was bit on the low side.  Bruce Boyko got the blocking back assignment and picked up only 5 yards on 2 carries in 18 games though he did catch 25 passes.  The Riders did audition a few other import backs like John Hood and Wolf Barber, but neither were keepers.  The receiving corps was a more positive area as the Riders had two tough Canadians in Ray Elgaard and Dan Farthing at slot, though Elgaard with only 54 catches showed signs of age.  Don Narcisse had a career year at wide receiver as he led the league with 123 catches and Elbert Turner was acceptable with 48 receptions in 15 games.  The offensive line was a bit of a patch job with some veterans like Mike Anderson at center, youngster Scott Hendrickson at guard, vet Paul Vajada at the other guard, retread Michel Lamy at tackle and another youngster in Dan Payne at the other guard.  Halfway through the year, the green riders acquired American Peter Shorts from San Antonio and he started 8 games at tackle.

Defense was a more promising area with several standout players in 95.  Lybrant Robinson was the Riders nominee for most outstanding defensive lineman as he picked up 8 sacks from his defensive end spot.  A perennial all star and fan favorite, Bobby Jurasin with another 8 sacks was at the other end spot with Glen Kulka, Timothy Edwards and rookie Troy Alexander combining to fill the tackle spots.  Ron Goetz with 65 defensive tackles anchored the middle of the linebacking corps with veteran Canadian Dan Rashovitch and Gary Rogers beside him.   In the backfield, Dale Joseph had 4 interceptions from his defensive half spot while Terryl Ulmer had 3 while combining with Aaron Ruffin to do most of the kick returning.  The corners were veteran Albert Brown and rookie Ventson Donnelson though Brown was released partway though the season and his spot taken by Brian Randall.  Dave Van Belleghem had a solid season at safety that included a much overlooked 7 interceptions.  In the kicking game, Brent Matchi handled the punting (41.8 average) and Robokicker Dave Ridgeway did the placekicking.  Ridgeway showed signs of aging has his FG success percentage dropped to 75.4% and the Riders brought in Paul McCallum to take a looksee for the future.

Toronto Argonauts:  Seventh.  4-14.
Toronto is just glad that Ottawa is still around so they didn’t finish last as they should have with such a poor record.  In some ways it is hard to see why Toronto was so bad.  Kent Austin completed 59.7% of his passes which is not shabby and he had some good receivers to throw at.  Slots Jock Clime (48 catches in 13 games) and Jeff Fairholm (43 catches in 14 games)) are both very good.  Pinball Clemons caught 59 coming out of the backfield while Paul Masotti caught 70 in 16 games.  The only weak spot was the other wideout where Darrick Branch and a host of others split the time.  There was even pretty good depth with Canadians Mike Morreale catching 19 and Rob Crifo netting 35 as backups and injury replacements.  The running game was not that great, but that was hardly unique for teams in 95.  Pinball picked up 836 yards rushing while Reggie Barnes added 248 in 8 games.  The offensive line is also not without talent.  Carl Coulter is a steady and proven center and Pierre Vercheval is an allstar at guard.  The tackle position was a bit week with import Joe Burgos and Canadian Mike Dumaresq.

The defensive line featured a pair of pretty good ends in Swift Burch (8 sacks) and Jeff Cummins (6 sacks) with Noah Cantor and Carlos Fowler at the tackles.  The linebacking is very solid with Joe Sardo and the Argos outstanding defensive player nominee, Don Wilson on the outside and Calvin Tiggle in the middle.  The defensive backfield is a bit weak with  Tommy Henry (4 interceptions) and Maurice Kelly are at the corners, Greg Eaglin and Joe Mero at the halfback spots and Ken Wallcott at safety.  Terry Baker handled the kicking after the Argos swapped kickers with Ottawa partway through the season in a deal that sent Wayne Lammie to Ottawa.  Baker did a decent job punting (42.1 average) but hit only 62.2% of his fieldgoals.

Ottawa Rough Riders:  Eighth.  3-15

Sammy Garza is not a bad quarterback, but he pales behind names like Dunnigan, Allen, Ham and others which helps explain the Ottawa record.  Sammy connected on only 54.5% of his 411 attempts after being obtained from Winnipeg.  Don’t expect any relief from backup Jay Macias as he completed only 45.3% of his 128 attempts.  As with many other teams, running was a problem, but even more so for Ottawa.  They did have Michael Richardson who picked up 555 yards and a 4.7 average in 11 games, but when he went down with an injury the replacements were horrid.  Ottawa tried numerous players at the two running back spots after losing Richardson including Gerry Collins (177 yards in games with a 3.8 yard average), Deon Strother (96 yards and a 3.6 yard average in 7 games), Beno Bryant (24 yards, 3.0 average in 6 games), and Jermaine Chaney (39 yards, 3.3 average in 4 games).  Nuff said.  There were a few bright spots among the receivers.  Jay Christianson had a good season with 44 catches in 17 games, Ray Alexander had 58 catches in only 14 games and Odessa Turner led the team with 70 catches.  The offensive line had some aging veterans, but to give you an idea of how bad things were in Ottawa, rookie Mike Schad was name the Ottawa nominee for offensive lineman despite only playing 7 games.

Defensively, there were a few bright spots with defensive tackle John Kropke and halfback Brett Young earning all star berths for the north.  Besides Kropke, the line was made up of veteran Lloyd Lewis and Horace Morris (it rhymes!) at the ends.  Canadian Ray Bernard along with a trio of imports, Charlie Clemons, Rohan Marley and Dewayne Knight manned the linebacking spots though there are no hall of famers in that group.  Besides Young in the defensive backfield there were Eric Geter and Antonius Bonner at the corners, Emanual Martin at the other half and Remi Trudell at safety.  Trudell had a very good quiet season with 83 tackles, three interceptions and two fumble recoveries.  After the trade with Tornonto, Wayne Lammie handled the Ottawa kicking and overall outdid the man he was traded for (Terry Baker) as he hit on 73.8% of his fieldgoals, though his punting average was only 39.9.

Southern Division

Baltimore Stallions:   First.  15-3

After spending a season called the CFLers because of a dispute with the NFL over the name Colts, the Stallions galloped to the division title and the Grey Cup.   Tracy Ham was a dual threat as he completed a very good 58.7% of his 395 attempts for 3357 yards and also ran for 610 yards on 83 carries for a 7.3 yard average.  Baltimore also had the most potent runner in the league with Mike Pringle carrying 311 times for 1791 yards and a 5.8 yard average.  With the most potent running game in the league, the Baltimore receivers didn’t get to do much and many of their reception totals show this. Chris Armstrong led the team with 64 catches, followed by Shannon Culver at 41, Reggie Perry at 25 and Robert Clark at 23.  Robert Drummond spent most of his time blocking for Pringle but did pick up 228 yards on the ground and had 27 catches for 270 yards.  The offensive line, as you might expect with Pringle’s success featured two All Canadians in guard Mike Withycombe and tackle Neal Fort as well as a southern all star in tackle Shahrian Pourdanesh.  Center Nick Subis, a former all star, and John Earl at guard rounded out the line.

 The defense was also littered with allstars.  Defensive tackle Jerald Bayliss was an All Canadian selection while Elfrid Payton (18 sacks) was a Southern All Star and the team nominee for defensive player of the year.  Robert Pressbury was the other tackle  and rookie Grant Carter (10 sacks) filled out the other end spot.  Another promising young player in Demetrius Maxie backed up the line and had 24 tackles and 3 sacks in his 8 games.  The linebacking corps featured All Canadian O.J. Brigance (59 tackles, 7 sacks), Southern All Star Tracy Gravely and Matt Goodwin.  There were two more All Canadians in the backfield, Irv Smith at the corner and Charles Anthony at defensive half.  Douglas Craft was the other half, Courtney Griffen at the other corner and Ken Watson at safety.  Kicking was handled by Carlos Huerta (79.2% on his field goals) and Josh Miller (47.7 yard punting average).

San Antonio Texans: Second.  12-6

The relocated Sacremento Goldmners finished second in the south largely on the arm of David Archer who completed 61.4% of his 458 attempts.  Archer spread the passes around fairly evenly with Mark Stock leading the team with 60 catches followed by Billy Hess with 55, running back Mike Saunders with 47, running back Troy Mills with 36, Jack Kralk with 35 and Myron Wise with 27.  Besides doing a fine job catching the ball, Mike Saunders broke the thousand yard mark with 1030 yards rushing and Troy Mills had 445 yards in only 7 games.  Center Mike Kiselak was named to the All Canadian team though the rest of the o-line is hardly memorable with Charles Esty and Darrin Muilenberg at the guards, John Buddenberg and Daryle Smith at tackle.

The defense was led by linebacker David Harper (66 tackles, 8 sacks, Southern All Star and team nominee for outstanding defensive player).  The line is rather ordinary with Roosevelt Collins and James King at the ends, George Bethune and Willie Fears at tackle.  While there are no big names here, they did generate decent pressure as King had 9 sacks, Collins and backup Oscar Giles had 6 and Bethune had 8.  The Texans had injury problems at linebacker.  Harper played only 15 games, Maurice Miller 9 at MLB and Tommy Smith 12.  Len Nelsen took over at MLB when Miller was injured and Tony Gerhart spelled Harper and Smith.  Malcolm Frank (3 interceptions) and Bobby Humprhey were the corners, Kenny Wilhite and Jason Wallace (4 interceptions) were the halfs.  Charles Franks was the safety.  Roman Anderson did the lace kicking and hit on 86.2% of his fieldgoals attempts whle third string QB, Todd Jordan, handled the punting with a 41.7 yard average.

Birmingham Baracudas:  Third.  10-8

The Baracudas carried the passing game to an extreme in 95, running the ball only 189 times while throwing it 814 times!  That works out to running the ball only 18.8% of the time which is roughly half that of the average team in recent years.  Even Calgary with Flutie and Garcia threw the ball 32% of the time in 95.  One result of all this passing is that the reception numbers for the Cudas are a little inflated, but still none of them are over a 100 receptions.  Despite all the passing, or maybe because of it, Matt Dunnigan only completed 56.3% of his attempts but they went for nearly five thousand yards (4911) and he tossed 34 touchdowns and only 16 interceptions.  Marcus Grant led the team with 84 catches from the slotback position, wideout Jason Phillips had 76m Ted Long had 65m Eddie Britton had 49 and Mac Cody had 31.  Running back Keith Woodside had 82 catches for 766 yards which outdid his measly 579 yards rushing.  In fact, the Baracudas only used one running back for the most part and went with a five pack of receivers.  Birmingham featured some names you should recognize on the o-line with Southern All Star Fred Childress at one guard spot and Thomas Rayham at tackle.  Neither player surprissingly enough was the Birmingham nominee for outstanding offensive lineman as that went to center Craig Gibson.  Jeff Neal at guard and Chris Dyko at tackle round out the o-line.

The Birmingham defense is also sprinkled with a number of names who went on to other teams after the end of the American experiment.  The familiar names start with the defensive ends who were Shonte Peoples (15 sacks) and Steve Anderson who has since played in BC and Edmonton.  The tackles were lesser known players, Mark Ledbetter and Akuba Delaney.  The linebackers were Jimmy Reed, Mike James and Angelo Snipes.  Snipes was the team nominee for defensive player of the year and racked up 17 sacks.  The backfield featured a future All Star in Eddie Davis at one half and a current Southern All Star in Andre Strode (7 interceptions) at the other half.  The corners were Fernando Thomas and Bobby Roland while All Canadian Anthony Drawhorn was the safety (65 tackles and 6 interceptions).  Scott Player did the punting and had a good 43.7 yard average.  The place kicking was split between Franco Grilla who hit only 50% of his field goals in 6 games before giving way to Luis Zendajas who clicked at a much better 79.1%.

Memphis Mad Dogs:  Fourth.  9-9

As with many other teams in 95, the running game was not all that great.  Al Shipman led the running backs with a mere 483 yards in 13 games which barely edged out QB Damon Allen who had 427 yards rushing.  The fullback was Bruce Perkins who rang up 271 yards acting mainly as a blocking back and receiver as he had 43 catches.  Damon Allen had a so so year in Memphis, completing a ho hum 58.5% of his passes though that was a lot better than backup Rickey Foggie who only clicked on 43.4% of his 175 attempts.  The Mad Dogs are in trouble if Allen gets hurt and he did miss 3 games in 95 due to injuries.  The main receiver for Allen was Sam Horn who had 71 catches and later had a cup of coffee in the NFL with a couple of teams.  There is not a whole lot else to cheer about among the receivers as Gary Morris caught 27, Eddie Brown had 37 and Shawn Collins had 22 among the regulars.  The only name you are likely to recognize on the offensive line is tackle Chris Perez.  The rest of the line included Vince Hammond at the other tackle spot (their award nominee), Rob Wallow and Tod Jones at guard and Mark Walczak at center.

The defensive highlight for the Mad Dogs had to be defensive end Tim Cofield who racked up 24 sacks on the way to being name an All Canadian in 95.  The defensive line also featured a southern all star in Rodney Harding along with Michael Armstrong and Alex Gordon.  Former Bomber (and future Bomber!) Greg Battle anchors the linebacking corps and though he didn’t get  all start recognition, he had an all star weason with 68 tackles, 3 sacks and 6 interceptions.  Battle is flanked by Darryl Ford and Jami Anderson at the other two spots.  Southern all star Donald Smith (40 tackles, 5 interceptions) leads the secondarywith Damian Lyons at the other corner spot and Ed Berry and Don Oldegard at the halfs.  Bobby Dawson was the safety.  Kicking was a bit of a problem area for the Dogs as they tried four different people at place kicking, though the bulk of the kicking was done by Nick Mystrom who hit on 37 of 47 attempts for a good 78.9%.  Third string QB Paul Gardere did most of the punting with a decent 43.4 yard average.

Shreveport Pirates:  Fifth.  5-13

The Pirates were the only American team in 95 to finish below .500 and they were not even close to the break even mark.  There is some talent on this team, however, and some names you will recognize.  Billy Joe Tolliver had a good 59.2% completion percentage and played almost 100% of the time.  Tolliver’s main problem was his lack of mobility (30 carries for 75 yards).  The running game had Marty Pattin who picked up a respectable 1040 yards and also snagged 25 catches.    Norman Bradford added 213 yards in 10 games from the fullback spot and a good 5.3 average carry.  Among the receivers, the most recognizable name is Curtis Mayfield who later joined the Saskatchewan Roughriders.  Mayfield had 58 catches, followed by Freeman Baysinger aat 35, Fred Montgomery with 30 and Wayne Walker with 51.  The Pirates have a future all star at tackle in Uzooma Okeke but the rest of the o-line is pretty much no name.  Mike Stowell is the center, Terry Bradford and Alonzo Reed are the guards and Jon Heidenreich is the other tackle.

The defense also has some recognizable names including Johnny Scott at defensive tackle and Harold Nash and Reggie Carthon at the halfs.  The best player on the team, however, was their award nominee Ben Williams who had 61 tackles and 8 sacks from his tackle spot.  The ends was Reggie Rogers and a combination of Alex Mash and Ray Savage.  There were two Perry’s in the linebacking corps, Mario and Ronald along with Chris Zingo who racked up an impressive total of 59 tackles in just 10 games.  Jonathan Wilson and a future Blue Bomber, Jay Hamilton were the corners and Andrew Shelton was the safety.  One other name of note was Joe Montford who played only four games in his first CFL season, recording 10 tackles and no sacks.  Kicking was one of the stronger parts ot the Shreveport game as Robbie Keen handled the punting with a good 43.8 yard average while George Nittmo hit on an excellent 86.8% of his field goal attempts.

