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Versatile athlete had stints with Alollettes, C adiens 
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,Tommy Manastersky, who 
won a Grey Cup with the 
Alouettes and also played for 
the Canadiens, died Sunday 
in Toronto at age 83 after a 
lengthyillness. 

As ft 17-year-old student at 
Montreal High, Manast.ersky 
earned a spot with the AIou­
ettes in 1946. 

"1 was practising with the 
Alouettes, but just for the ex­
Pt'dence," Manastersky told 
The Gazette for a Where Are 
They Now? featw'e in 2002. "I 
wasn't thinking about mak­
ing the team. I was going back 
ito play at Montreal High." 

The Alouettes understood 
Manastersky's plans and 

didn't use him in any exhib­
ition games, since that might 
have affected his h igh school 
eligibility. But that same year, 
there was a polio epidemic 
in Montreal and all school 
sports were cancened. 

"I guess the Alouettes 
liked the way I practised and 
they offered me a cont.ract," 
Manastersky recalled. "The 
Alouettes had me running 
back punts and kickoffs my 
first year, and the n~xt. year I 
was backup hallback on the 
offensive unit." 

With Virgil Wagner carry­
ing the ball most of the time, 
Manastersky'snmnberwasn't 
called often. But when it was, 
the teenager didthejob. 

By 1949, Manastersky had 
become a fixture on kick­

off and punt returns under 
coach Lew Hayman, as the 
Alouettes beat Calgary 28-15 
in the Grey Cup game a1 To­
ronto's VarsityStadium. 

Manastersky was also an 
outstanding hockey player. 
Six months before winning 
the Grey Cup. he was a de­
fenceman with the Montreal 
Royals team Ulat won tbejun­
iorMemonal Cup. 

On the tee, Manastersky 
was a physical defenceman. 
and when injmies hit the 
Canadiens during the 1950-51 
season, they called him up for 
six games. He was returned 
to the minors and finished 
his hockey career that season 
with the Victoria Cougars. 
He finished his football ca­
reer with the Saskatchewan 

Rougluiders in 1954. 
Back in 1949, players didn't 

receive Grey Cup champion­
ship rings. But the Canadian 
Football League later put in 
a plan thal made rings avaiJ ­
able to players registered as 
Grey Cup champions. 

"My wife, Carol (Reynolds), 
and sons, Tl1l1. Tony, Larry 
and Bill. bought me one as a 
birthday present." Manaster­
sky said. 

A private flmeral service is 
planned and a date for a me­
morial service has yet to be 
announced. 

For more information and 
condolences, visitthewebslte 
at www.etouch.ca. 
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Tommy Manastersky won a 
Grey Cup with t he Alouettes 
In 1949. 

http:montrealgazette.com
http:www.etouch.ca

