
Richardso 1 


lives u to 

reputation 

Receiver backs up 
his arrogant talk 

HERBIURKOWSKY 

THE GAZETTE 

f-;;i· 8 :Ta..JL'f ZI'JIJ 
Modesty has never been one 
of the virtues associated 
with Jamel Richardson . 
Extroverted and talkative, 
yet never humble, the Alou 
et tes' veteran receiver has 
continually talked a good 
game - then gone on the field 
and backed it up. 

So, it's quite stu'prising to 
discover the man who might 
be the Canadian Football 
League's best receiver - and 
who appears primed to per
haps enjoy his greatest sea
son yet - said he's not the pre
mier catcher. He bestows that 
honour on Kerry Watkins, 
his injured teammate.I "But I'm the most complete 
receiver in the CFL," Rich
ar son said, without a tTace 
of humili ty. "No one blocks 
as good, except maybe (team
mate) 8.J. Gr een. I can do itIall for you out there. " 

Truthfnll'1.'Who can arguer 
Richardson was the Als' 

leading receiver last season, 
with 97 receptions for 1,271 
yards - despite dropping nine 
passes over the cour se of the 
year. And b en, following a 
prodUctive EastDivision [mal 
against Toronto, R ichard 
son caught eight balls for 109 
yards against Saskatchewan, 
and was selected the Grey Cup 
game's outstanding player. 

Then last Thursday, in 
Mon treal's season-open ing 
victory against British Col
umbia - and despite missing 
both exhibition games in 
June due to injury - Rich
ardson led allreceivers with 
nine catches fot' 162yards. 

That included a pair Or 
spectaculal second-qualier 
touchdowns covering 40 and 
46 yards. On the latter, Lions 
defenders bounced off the 
6-foot-3, 215-poundel~ while 
attempting to tackle him, 
as though they were s 'mply 
physically overmatched and 
wanted no part of him. 

"U's his physical pres
ence," marvelled quarter
back Anthony Calvillo, who 
has had no shortage of great 
receivers at his disposal over 
the years. "When he's inman 
coverage, he has the ability to 
get open. And he's overpower
ing.I t makesmyjobeasier:" 

Please see ALS, Page B9 
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AloueUes ' Jamel Richard 
son led receivers with nine 
catches for 162 yards against 
the B.C. Lions last Thursday. 
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"He's open all the time. 
That's a weapon we've got to 
utilize," Calvillo added. "He's 
a special receiver '" good at 
what he does. And he's not 
selfish. Yes, he wants the ball, 
but he'll do what the team 
asks_" 

Richardson seems certa in 
to add to his open ing-week 
statistics Saturday after
noon. when the Als travel to 
Saskatchewan for a Grey Cup 
rematch. And the coaches 
seem determined to find in

"(Richardson) is 
open all the time. 
That's a weapon 

we'oe got Lo utilize." 
ALS QUARTERBACK ANTHONY CALVILLO 

novative ways to continue 
getting him the ball, realizing 
the jewel they have in their 
presence. 

An d, should the Rough
'iders attempt to double-cover 
Richardson, Calvillo will dis
perse the ball to other,s. Th is 
is what's commonly known as 
picking your poison. 

"Jamel has got so many 
physical characteristics 
size, strength, physicality 
and the ability to run," said 
offensive co-ordinator Scott 
Milanovich, almost marvel
ling himself at the total pack
age. "He loves to play and 
compete. He has become our 
spark. He lifts and energizes 
them with big-time plays, and 
deserves all he gets. 

"We 've got to find ways 
to continue getting him the 
ball." 
It seelDS l ike ancient his 

tory since Richardson broke 
into the CFL with the Rider s 
in 2003. He spent four sea
sons with Saskatchewan, but 
seeminglywasovel'shadowed 

by others. He played only four 
games in '06, sidelin ed by 
a fractured foot, before be
coming a free agent. While 
reluctant to look back, even 
Richardson admitted he got a 
"raw deal." 

Roy Shivers, the man who 
iscovered Richardson play

ing at tin y Victor Valley col
l ege in the High Desertregion 
of souther n California, can 
only lament over what might 
have been. 

"I knew he was going to be 
good. He had size and good 
hands. Great hands," Smvers 
told The Gazet te from his Las 
Vegas home. "He's going to 
be great if he keeps his head 
on straight. And he's a good 
kid." 

Shivers was the Rider s ' 
general manager in 2003, 
only to be fil'ed in '06 - Rich
ardson's fin al season with 
the team . Richardson tried 
out with the Dallas Cowboys 
the following yea!; and igned 
with the Als as a free agent 
the year after. 

"I thought I was retired for 
good, or I would have gone 
after him," said Shivers, now 
B.C.'s director of player per 
sonnel. "They didn' t appreci
ate him in Saskatchewan and 
ran him out. But you can see 
he's getting better." 

Itappears the sky's the lim
it for Richardson, who is on ly 
29.And he seems determined 
to elevate his game in 20n, 
attempting to become more 
complete - if that's possible. 

"I'm trying to give the 
CFL my whole game th is 
year," said Richardson , who 
r emains under contract to 
Montreal through 2012. "I be
lieve I can get better. There's 
always room to grow. I watch 
a lot of fllm and am trying to 
add different dimensions. 

"This year, fm tryingtoput 
it all togelliel:" 
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