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Sean Whyte, at a team practice this week, wears a shirt he received from Joey Giam-
persa, a member of NATO's International Secunty Assistance Force in Afghanistan.
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wouldn’t arrive until Janu-
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At this time, the Canadian

Forces' participation is lim-
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said he never felt threatened

we were treated very well,
protected at all times and on
a time schedule. Never once

did I feel that I was not safe.

consxderedahigh risktarget.

Do 1t now, while 1'm young. it
was totally worth itandI'd do
itagain.”

Whether Whyte spends a
second consecutive winter in
Montreal remains to be de-
termined. He's scheduled to
become a free agent next Feb-
ruary, fully intent on playing
out his option and potentially
testing the market.

But he's glad, for one win-
ter at least, to have partici-
pated in the Als’ outreach
program. Whyte, who can
laugh at himself and clearly
“is'comfortable in his own
skin, was himself a troubled
childgrowingup.

He admits suffering from
a learning disability, never
properly diagnosed, although
he believes it to be Attention
Deficit Disorder. To this day;
Whyte remains overwhelmed
by math and, in his school
days, was placed in a learn-
ing-assistance program.

“It brought me down. I felt
like I wasn't smart enough,”
he said. “I was a little slower
While playing in British
Columbia, Whyte avoided
public-speaking engage-
ments, his natm'al shyness

and shortcommg last wmter
and believed, for many rea-
sons, the children to whom he
was speaking would be able
torelate— while looking him

second visit there.
The Afghan Civil War
begaanOOl fo]lowedinrap-

byf;he Qhrbes,mdﬁh
allies, following the terrorist
attacks of September 2001 by
faliban-led extremists.
Canada’s role began later
\at year, although the first
ntingents of regular troops

international effort was de-
signed to assist the Afghan
National Security Forces as

ey transition to full respon-

out Afghanistan in 2014.
Security was tight, Whyte
admitted, the visitors under
a tight and closely monitored
schedule. Whyte’s convoy
consisted of himself and

“Itwas a b]ast and I wanted
to do it,” Whyte admitted. “T
was curious ... and wanted
to see what 1t’s all about. I

know not a lot of people get

the opportunity to do it. Some

people thought I was crazy.
It’s naive of me to say, but I
want to go see some adven-
ture, maybe some trouble.
Who knows? I'm 27. I've got
nothing holding me back.

made. ’I'hey Iaok wt‘me asa
role model and listen. I'm just
another voice to them.

“I know I'm not going to get
through to everybody. But, in
every visit, | know I got to one
kid. It's good to bring comfort
tokids. They wonder whether
it’s ever goingto get better.”

hzurkowsky@
montrealgazette.com
Twitter: HerbZurkowskyl



http:montrealgazette.com

